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"BCTICl I

3 y direction of the President and i n a ccordance wi t h '\';a r
"

Depart~ent pol l cl es 130th Che~l cal I mpregnatlng Company wa s

a ctlvated on 24 Apr l1 1943 . Durlng t he perlod 24 Apr l 1 1943
, '

t o 9 l fay 1943 t he cadre and officers 'W er e ass igned . I'he cadre

and co~and1ng of f i cer , Cap ta i n Ernest D. Smi th , wer e drawn

from the 113th Cheml cal Impregna t lng Company . For complete

de ta i ls of personne l changes s ee .ppendlx A.

On 9 .~y 1943 a formal a c t i va t i on cere~ony was held in

the Camp ~ lb er t , open air theater in the Fourth Frovls1or~1

Regl ~ent . Each man was pr es e nt ed with a r ifle in a ccordance

wi th establi shed customs, by Lt . Col ~~ul of t he Uni t Training

Center ~ taf f . Bas i c training was 's ta r t ed in the afternoon

f ol l c.'lng the a c t l va t l on ceremony . Al though the majorlty of

enlisted men had completed a t l ea s t eight weeks of baEic t rain

i ng and knew t he fundamentals of s oldier i ng t here were thirty

seven (37 ) enllsted men who had not had any tralni ng whatao ever .

In army parlancp t hey we r e ro okies. Theref or e 1~ was necessary

for t he entlre unit to b e gl ven basi c traln l ng aga i n . Thi s was

necessary s o that the uni t could be ~ade into 6 unit i n which

t he men worked as a team and not as l ndlvlduah s . This was

a c compkLahed by long hours of i nfa ntry drill and ClaS B E:!8 in

Al 1itary Cour t esy a nd Di s c ipl ine .

Af t er t he fl r st ·focr weeks·o f t he f unda mentals of baslc

tralnlng , t he company star t ed on l t' s technl ca l tra lnl ng . Thls

consisted of lec t ures and demons t ra tions on the t heory of
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impregnating and the me t hod of impregnating . These lectures and

demonstra tions were foll owed b y practical work in both the M-l

and M- 2 proces s . A number of expert technicians had been assign

ed to the company f rom the Re cept i on ~ ta tion . These men, after

famil iarizing themselves with the machinery of the i mpregnating

-plants , made ex cellent teachers together wi t h the cadre . Thes e

men taught t he other men of the compa ny who were not a s fa:nl;J..lar

with ~achlnery as themselves .

Co>,pled wfth the technical tra iniIJg was ,:lso adva nced train

i ng in I How to Be a Sol di e r as We l l as a Te chni cian I. This

i ncluded tra~n1ng with the r i fle. As i n all basic_ tra ining a
+ .. --r- .-:-=-- .

----gr ea t deal ~f t~~e:; ~~B_ B.pent or, hanc.llne ot tbe basic veapcn •

."-----y~ny of the men had never f ired or even seen a rifle of"any -hlgh

e-P- ce.:!r-lber . t han the ordinar_y__I shoot-i ng e;allery ' .22. However

when the results-of the record fir i ng were in and tabula t ed i t

showed t hat 98';; Of t l:\e uni t had Qua l1f Led With the r ifle M- l ,,
1903. This ~,aB due t o the ex cel l ent coaching of the cadre and

- . - "'. -men who had had some i nstructi on in tha 'baa l c "W"eapon. "- '.
. i " ~

The unit wen t on one over-nt gh t bivoua c during the f irs t
~ ,

b aa ic t raining . It was done under simul-6ted candi tiona .-_. "'The

plan wa s as follows :

The enemy was reported t 6 be cl os1ng in oo_the plants be

ing operated in the company . After a e il!lulatedc demolition of

the plant , the company mar ched to the a rea just outside of camp

Sibert . It was a march of about 20 miles . Upon a r r ival the

us ua l r outine of setting up an overnight camp was started . A
.

secur i ty g~Q. was s e t out . - The ki t chen wa s s e-t-..y.p and the
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k i t chen pers onnel s t arted pr epar ing a hot meal , although the

t empera ture wa s well ov er 100 degrees . The men pitched tents

a nd dug s lit trenches . Af t er an uneventful iIl1ght the unit

s tar t ed hack to t he billet a rea in cam~.

,
Upon compl etion of bas ic trainin~furloughs were gi ven

out during t he first week of Augus t 1944 . Af t er the first

g roup of men l eft on furl ough t he company went on an extended

b ivouac . The s chedule ca l l ed f or a thirteen week b i voua c . The

b t vcuec area s elected was a si·te 'lT1t.nl~t.he bounds of camp
~ .

Si ber t off t he A;alla Hi ghway and along Big Wi lls Creek . The

___I mpregnat i ng]l1jlnt B. ,:assl:gIlUil. ' to t he co pany were' set up . The

lns"t$.lla.t-ior.. ot' ~-·t{fe-pla.rit was aoco:nplished 1n record tlme~ ~he-- ,

bivouac area was set up about

plant on the s i de of a hill .

three quarters of a mi l e f rom the
'. C-

rt was an ideal lota tion. This

per i od was t o have b een an advanced training per i od and although., - ,
it hel ped to t ra in t he memb er s of t he com'pany who were eventually

t o go overseas a s high r anti ng non~cammi~~i~ned of f i cers that i s
-.. - - .-. ----

almost t he only purpose it a ccomplis",ed\" '

lWo weeks after the company ~d Lneta.LLed t he plant and set
~ --

up the b ivouac area , member s of tne · · c·o~pany llere tra nsferred to

other pr oces s lr.g companies who were s cheduled. to go overseas Qrlor

to the time of t he 130th. The men were transferred to the 113th,-
114th , lllth, 112th, 115th, and 120th Chemical Processing Comp

ani ss . This brought the strength of t he company so low that i t

had t o be r ecalled from the bivouac _area and returned to camp .- ,

The etnengbh of t hs company went down 00 5 , offi .cers and 52
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..

enlis ted men . Thes e men wer e t o f orm the cadre for traini ng a

new l!30th Chemical Processing Company •

•

-_ . -::.; -: ;.-..,-.,""--
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5ECTIOt' II

,

Af t e r a per i od of i ndecision b y t h e staff of camp S i b er t ,

i t wa s decided to r efcr m th e 130 t h a nd 6 tart a n ew bas r c • This. , ...
bes t c was to b e started not a s the 130,th Cheml cal I mpregnatlng

Company but as t hs 130th Cheml cal Process lng Company. On 3

September 1944 the company was redesignated a s the 130th Chem

ical Fr oc es e1ng Company .

For a period of four weeks the company was br ought up to

a nd eventually over s treng th by r e pl a cement s from allover the

Four t h Serv i ce Com~and . Thes e men came f r om Camp TySOD J Fort

Ja ckson , For t ~ foultrle , Fort Bragg and other Fourth 'serv i ce Com

mand ins tal l a t i ons . These men were 'veterans ' of the army , bav

i ng been in anywhere f r om one year to f our yea~d . Mos t of t hem

had taken at least two bas i c training and of course were reluc

t ant to uncergo another . Howeve r the men were made to feel that

t hey would a ct as an i nfor ma l cadr e f or t he t raining of the ~en

who Were t o come f rom the Fl rBt Servi c e Com~and Reception Stat i on .
-

Upon t he arri val of t he men, bas i c training waB started . This

was a ctually the thlrd basl c for t he ca<\re and the s econd for t he. -

men who took t heir f i rst basic with the ~ld 130th . For others

it wae the fourth or even the fifth .

The men or t he company who had been through the fir s t basl c

t rai ni ng with t he ~ompany served as an aUXiliary cadre . The

ass igned cadre of cours e conduc t e d the ola&s es . Thes e me n wer e

compe t.errt lns t r uc t ors ,_ due to the f!,ct that they had conducted

the f i rst bas i c training in con junction With t he officer person

nel . The b a.sic went s moothly with only the ord inar y mishaps of
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a bae ic t raining . During this baeic greater emphaeie was placed

on plant work , as the uni t was preparing for Overseas duty. It

was not official , of course , but the general feeling was that the

uni t would go overseas upon completion of the ba sic training .

The basic was compl eted and the unit went on Bi vouac for

s even days to Hunts ville Arsenal . The purpose of this bivouac

was to give tbe company training in depot work . This included

loading and handling of chemica l supplies , and the method of

a tacking supplies . The company bivouaced in an area Jus t out

side the arsenal . It was i nteres ting work and the men went at

i t with zeal and i ndustrious nes s. They did auch an excellent

job that the Depot Commander gave the-Company Con:na nder a letter

of commendation f or t he wor k performed by t he 130th.

Upon comple t ion of t he b ivouac a t Huntsville rseml the

uni t returned to camp Siber t t o pr epare f or overSeas mov ement .

The order s came while t he un1 t was on biv.o~c . Preparations f or

"" ~moving were s tar t ed i mmedi a t ely upon return to camp . Onl y three
, " , I ,

weekS were avai lab le f or thi s pr eparati Qn• . . Dur ing t he week equip
. k ,co' ~ 1

ment was cra t ed, men were gi ven their fif~~ahot8 , cl othing and,

equipment were checked and the men wer e prepa red for overseas

movement .
~ ..

On 16 Apr il 1944 t he ccnpany was awakened at 0500 a nd s tar t 

ed for the train station a t 0330 hOurs\,J..!'he company arr i v ed at
•

the s ta t i on at approximately 0900 hours · a~d waited f or the train

whi ch was l a t e . ~;bile waiting f or the "ra in the me n gav e a dis-

pla y of morale that had not at that Urne been equaled" t Ca:np

- 6 - -.
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,

Siber t . For two hours the men Bang a.nd did a snake dance . The

Camp Si ber t Band wa s on hand t o play and the men t ook advantage .. .... '"

The Co~nding General of t he Uni t Tra ~ning Center camp c iber t

ea i d t hat he bad nev er s een s u ch a display and com:nended t he

compa ny • t 1100 hours the train pU11.~d . but of camp Sibert .

f ter t he tra in t r ip was underway t he men were intorned of their

des t i na t ion . It was Camp Kilmer , r ew Jersey. The train r oute

was via Wash ingt on , D. C. and t ook two days •

•
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, SECTION III

At 1600 hours 17 " pr il 1944 ths company a r r i ved in camp

Ki lmer') 1'; 6""1'1 Jersey . This was t he s tagi ng area at whioh the

oompany was t o receive it l
£ final proces$lng f or overseas mov e-, ,

ment . Again the men wer e g i v en "abo te ' and clothing and e quip

ment were checked . Sev eral new items of cl othing were is s ued .

Passes were i s sued on Tnursday 20 Apr i l 1944 to half the coop-

a ny . The rest of t he company were t o ~ecelve pas s es t he next

day . At reveille on the following day ) the men were intoroed

t ha t the company was aker t ed and no more passes could be i s s ued .

Thus on l y hal f the company were a llowed ou t. On e unday , 23 Apr il

1 944, t he company left camp Ki lmer by-train f or t he Bueh fermi nal

i n Jersey City J New Jers ey. From here they boarded a terry boa t

and left the Terminal . The fir s t stop wae at t he Br ooklyn Port

of Ernba r ka t.t.on . The company boarded t he " . c , Exceller Which

wa s to take them t o Eur ope . The Exceller. ~~s a converted cargo

Ship of t he Expor t Lines , She was 422 reet i n length wi th a

b eam of 60 feet .

On Monda y the

" .. ,
t ' . ,

"'!«.j 4: \ '\
24 Apr il at 1015 hOulS·.dJ,e ship s e t sail .

I t was a fog Shrouded harbor t hat t he men left f rom. A perfect

day (according t o the crew) . The ship sa.n:ed; out of li sw York

Harbor on i t ' s way t o the convoy formation spo t . The convoy was

formed and we set Bail for our deBtina~!~n. The complete con

v oy contained 19 tankers ) 12 cargo ve&3elB, 1 ai r craf t carrier
)I. .

and 6 destroyer es co~t ships . The E, cel~ er carried slightly over

500 men , This included t he 130th and - .~e!l i cal Corps a nd Q.uar t er -

master pera onnel .
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,. .



l)J:;CL J .~~ll' u..u

Authority IIIND1260fr
By&,N~ ry,lO Ji2JRlto

On Tuesday 2 May (eigl1t day out) the first patrol plane

waS sighted. On Friday 5 ~my 1944 at 0630 hours Ireland was

sigl1ted. On t he same day at 1700 hours Scotland waS ef.ght.ed ,

at 2130 hours the Same date the convoy ~&S split up. Five
•

ships remained with the S . S. Excel1er. On 6 May at 0615

hours t he Exceller arrived Glasgow, Scotland. In the after

noon t he company boarded t he train for 'London, it's final des

tination. On Suday 7 . lay 1944 at 0330 hours t he unit arrived

at 1t.. · ·b i lle t s in London. It "vae"quite an experience for the

company. The blackout pr e s ent ed an interesting study for the

men. A n\J.mDer . of-t.OO-man · expresses wonderment a.t the amount-_., .-

of damage c.-one :oy-t.lie+"a1r r+aids. The billets were loce.ted.·-at--
No . 4 , 6, and 8 Sloane Court S. E. This waS in a former re-

sidential neigl1borbood of London. The billets were apart of

the Casual Section of C.?!ltr~l Bas e Sec t i on , whi~h was t he lm"- --~ '

c,

mediat e bigher headquarters of the unit after it was assigned.

The next week was spent in-bringing .the q ~ters up to tbe
- ----~-- -

standard set by the Commanding Gen er a l ~ntral Base Sect ion .,

At the end of tbe week it has been. dec Lded t hat the comE"'!Y ..
l.y -

should set up it 's 'plants and operate 'a'laundry for the Military

Police Battalion t hat operated in tbe London-Area, The site

chosen was a warehouse at No . 4 Crlnan Street,~KingI8 Cross, -
Lond on, S . W. 1. The next c oncern of the company was r ece i vi ng ,

repair1J;lg, and installing the two M- 2 plants thst they had been

assigned . The plant was set up in normal time, but difficulty

was encountered in securing the stack axtensi9~_for the boilers.
"-_ .--

On 16 June~he company experienced l~B f i rst air raid. It was - -

. ' -
- 9 -
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a V-lor Rocket Bomb r ai d . The men were not aa cautious at

the first raid as they might have been , but after they v aw t h e

results the next day each man took e;reater care in an air r a i d .

The men were curious about. t he behavior of the 'Doodlebug I and

aome men purchas ed binoculars to get a':'better v i ew of the bomb.--During t he time in London t he company he l p ed to evacuate

civilians from their homes that had been bombed. They also

h elped the British Rescue Squads in t heir work after a Doodle

bug h!,cl landed-.

_.- -

•The men wer e pr epared f or thi s type_6f work by demonstra-

tions tha t t hey put On wi t h t he Engli~h . The men were taught- _. --- -
- --tIhOw to move" debris-to l~~k-fer woun('led pe.ra o~8, . and other de-

-----taiiS-of res cUB work.

_0Il._t h e 1 and 2 of J,.lJ'.• t he ent.ir.e ·unit with the exceptions,
of a Charge of~uarter.s were out on t his t ype . They worked all

. (3 t""""j . _ -.-- .
day Saturday and Suttday.- On MondayAt l;e ;prpcedure wa s to be r e-

peat ed . The men had an early breakfast and at 073 0 hours were

ready to leave for their Jt.~~~: 'Thei-we~e:to' be' tl!apat.ched in
' ! • .v

tru cks . The f irst group was being lba~&d in front of t he bil-

l et ( No . 6 Sloane Court)! Wi t hout warn~ a robot bomb-eame
. _.-- '. " -;;. ,

out of the haze. " It was headed straight for t he billets in
•

which t he men were and in frent of wh1ch theY . ~ere standing.

The company commander and several of -the men gav e warning. (T*is

warning 1s credited with s av i ng a number of lives) . The men on

the sidewalk ran i nt o the buildings to the cellar, other ran

around t he corner t o escape the bla:st" The men in the truck did
•

not have time to g et off. All t his t ook plae.e...li.1.thin a matter
-- .._--
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of seconds . The men who r an around the building were much safer

t h an t h oBe who r an t o thB c Bllar. The blaBt completely d eBtroyed

No . 6 Billet and a,most c ompletely destroyed No~ 4 & 8 . The buil 

d Lnga h ad collapBBd ....... the' men in the , b uil,dingB had blaBted the
•,

truck into t h e Bide of the bu dId Lngs , ~,It iB doubtful tha t any

man on t he uruck came out alive . Immediat e l y after t he bomb

struck rescue s quads were at the s cene belp1ng t he men out of t he

wr eckage. Some men walked out of t he bui l ding amidst smoke and

f l ame. A fire started which added "t o "the haz~d8 of the men who

were t rapped beneath the debris. Some of t hese men i n the debr is

were. ,B~verely. btiined.'. 'hey- were in aucn a ,PoBit ion that t hey--'
c qul~t ~o~& --and~couid- do nothi ng about t he flames . M08~-~ the--
men were t r a pped for a number of hours . One man wa s trapped for

•
four dayB . He waB in a Bhelter t hat was f ormed by falling tim-

ber. ( For official report . see Lnc Lcaure No . 1 to Section 111)-- .'.-
,

Thi B was t he grea t e s t Bingle diBaster of United St at e B Army

and Per sonne l in t he Lond·orr "are-a4" -.(..S ee .:._Ulol-9~1.!r~No . 2 to Sec-
--~ ---

- -

tion 111 )
"

,-
I mmedia t e l y prior to the incMent i~~"- unit >las sc!,,~"'!J.1ed . t .o,

- - - - - " vl eave London , for -the continent. Afte the incident this was of

neoeBsity postponed. The company ,waB moved tc Litt le Heat h Camp

i n ESBex, j us t outBide of London. This waB intended aB resti~

up place f or the men of t he company who were l eft . It was not

decided whether or not to call off t he schedule move to t he con-

tinent t o l eave the unit to r eform in England. At first it wa~

dec i ded t o reform t he company with r9plQc ement~_but this waS

l at er changed ~ The change was due t o-the e.~b;;'h~f r-e p Lacemerrts

-11-
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which wer e av a i lable t o the company. The men could n ot a bsor b

the teChnlcal knowl ed ge whlch had t o be l earned. It was dec ld

ed t o Bend noth er Ch emical Pr oc essing Company 1n plaoe of t he

130t h. In t h e meant lme t he unlt proce~ded ;to dls -assembl e the.
plant whlch they had set up 10 London j- so that it could be sent

to Franc e fo r t he unlt whlch was t o t ak e I t' s place . The plant

wae shlpped to a Chemlcal depot by the 'men of the 130th who wer e

left ln t he company. In the meantlme the rocket bombs contlnued

t o be sent ov er- t he ar~a - 1n wli1ch- t he -CODlP,any was l oc ated . This

area waS a far worse s pot than t he cent er of London . Sever al

b~mb.l' ..l andea::so-o-'l.<lee--..n"t - t he bui ld10gs were rattled . On 3 Aug-._ -" .
. .

u s t .1.944 £lonot.h er ~cicket- bo mb s t r uok about 50 yards ftlOi:!Lthe-. camp--
occupied by t he unlt . It et r uck 10 t he roadway opposlte t he-
camp.

- '"_._-.
Several b i l lets were torn open and a number of windows

smashed but onl-y a9vera,lume.n were in jured. This great l y up5'e't~- -

... ~ "
the nerves of the men and Borne had to go 'to t h e hospital because

of it. . - ._ . . "'_" __ ". .•
• • > -"", ·--- - - __ H

The unit remained at t he eite jU~L outs i de of London untl1 '
l· " I-

23 August 1944, when it moved to ~hemlc ~l Warf are Pl ant 950 , lo-

cated at Cresswell- 6 t a f f ordsh1re.- ,. '(1'., v

,
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SE CTION IV

Her e in the heart of England every thing was qUiet and peace

ful compared t o the a cti vity experi enc ed i n t he London ar ea by

t he company. It wa s l ocated i n a countr~ section of t he midlands .

The nearest town wa s Bly the Br idge . CWv Plant 950 was engaged at

the time of t he unit' s ar ri val 1n laund~rl~ salvage clothes from

t he bat tle fi elds of France . Thi s was a ccompl ished With t he mach

inery of a Zons of Int er i or Fr oces s i ng . During it' s pe r i od at

C'lIS Plant 950 t he l 30 t h per formed t he usual work of a laundry

unit . It was numerous bundles of clothe s tro~ Engl and , Frcnce

and even from a f ar distant pla ce called Russi a . Al so dur i ng

t he stay at Cres swell t he company s ent a num~ er of men on t emp-

orary duty t o othsr Chemical Plant s i n Engl a nd. fbis was to help

l oad and s t.or-e- suppliss which wer e to be shipped to France .

Val uable work was per f ormed by the unit in loading chemica l

supplies which were destined to be us ed ~n~~e Battl e of the BUl g e
.• '~-i"

and later for -the cros sing of the Rhi ne . A letter of commenda-
"

t ion was forwarde d t he Commanding Of fi ceI: 'of CWS Plant 950 for
t·....~ l

t'"." \
t he work performed by t he men f rom h i s c!l!!Il>- fbis was i ndors ed

over to t he l30th by the Commanding Offi cer . For copy of l etter

of commendation see inclosure No. 1 to .S&Ctl~n 1.

In December of 1944 t he · unit was pr epar ing to celebrats i t ' s

first Chris tmas ov erseas. During t he g8rlqd t o Chris tmas men who

had b e en wounded in the incident had been released from t he noa-
;

pi tal and r e joined the uni t. Christmas was t o be a reuni on.

A pa~ty for t hs children of t he nearby towns was givsn by

, ,

... "'r, .- 13 -
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the members of the poa t . I t was quite a large party with several

hundr ed children attending . Cookies , candy and s mal l pres ents

donated by member s of the poa t wers giVAn to, t he ohildren.
, ,

large Chris tmaa di nner and party was plllnned for t he men on the

pos t. 11 this went nought however . bout 0300 hours Chrietmas
,

Day a r ocke t bomb came over the ca;np . -this was t :""e first time

't.h.... t t he eeotion of England in whioh the compa ny was l ooated had

an air raid i n over a year . Thi s spoiled a l l t he plana f or t he

men of the 130th . The men f elt t ha t they were no longe r eare

fro:n the b ombs ev en i n the l1dlande .

bf ter Chris tmas things ~ent back to normal and there were

no mor e a i r raids . The men oontinued t o operat the Zone of

I nterior Pl a nt as us ua l. It wa s ab ou t t his time ( t he l as t week

of De cemb er) t ha t t he compa ny was ca l l ed upon to furnish men for

c onvers i on training . This was a hard choice f or the co~pany

comma nder to make . However t he men were chos en with a view aa

to who would make t he bes t i nfa ntrymen. 'The men were sent to

t he 12th Rei nfor cement Depo t Where they took t heir tra i ning .

Af t er thi s the men 'were sent to France , where all but two or

them enga ged in comba t , Two were killed"ln a ction a nd s ev eral

of t he others were wounded~

Duri ng Febr uary rumors were rif e aa t o the chance s of t he

130 t h gOing to the -Cont i nent . The r umors b eoame a r eal ity t he

first week i n Mar ch a nd t he unit star t ed to realize tha t t hey

14 -
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were going t o final ly ge t to t he continent . Mos t of the men were

gl ad of t he opportun1ty. On 17 Mar ch 1945 t h e unit left t he1r

station at CWS Plant 950 a nd started feir' ' ~Ii.•· Stag1ng Ar ea at
.. .

S ou thampton. On t he same day t he um t a r r 1ved a t the s tag1ng

a res . The cO!!Ipany stayed here for four ~l'ys . On t he fourth day

the un1 t moved f rom the e tag1ng area ans arri v ed a t the pi e r s at

S ou t hamp t on or smbarkat1on . +hey boarded t he S . S . Cuba . It

was a converted 11ner t hat compared t o t he ship t ha t t he unit

cros sed the Jl.t1ant1c 1n. The sh1p stayed at t he har h or tha t

n1ght and sailed the nax t day .

- 15 -
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SECTIO!l V

After two days of eailing the company arrived a t the r ren ch
--'r

port of Le Havre . They unloaded from the ship on to a f erry boat

and came ashore to the ruins of Le F~vre . ·rhe ~en for the f irst..
t ime r ealized the extensive damage that Mad been done in France •.-

. - '

They realized the great amount of courage teA t it took for our

c omb a. t troops to invade the Fortress of Eur0,Pe . Af'ter arri v ing

at the steel pier , cons t ruc t ed by the Army Engineers, the men

boarded- -eeml-trailers for thelr__dea..t:!..=~c :;. itfh!:ch was the s tag-

·. i ng area camp 'j\{ent y Grand . I t was quite. a l ong ride and most of

the men had to...st.. ~.'O:l' B-~J. t h e way . At the end of the ride

'--'-th:-e~e '~~s a ~~X,~U<>Ocl'.1k9 'to · take to' the camp i t8'elf . This r e---minds d ths men or thei r has i c t raining . Upon arriving at the

camp (aooU·t- Midnight) the men' had to se t up ·t hei r cots in the

tents . The night s a t TWenty Grand were cold compared to t he ..... _._. __"

n igh t s t he men had previous l y. This wa s a~B o the f irst night

hours for

,.. '

It was sU'Ppo~~· to take 48

tha t t he company spent in tank •. .
.,. -- .- __ ..' . " tl

Af t er five days at this' ca mp t he c,o~~'-~~a';;';'~-tbe tra dl-
\. I -

tiona l "40 & 8" box cars and Btarted f or t heir final d es t i nat ion
~

which was !~ancy , Fra-nce.

t he uni t t o gst t o ~:ancy . Af ter being i s sued rations t he men

left the station . For t he :firs t brro days 1 t was -qUite a n ex- -per ience r or the men , but after t he f our th day it go t just the

l ea et l it t l e bi t monotonous . lhe train waB' pushed ar-ound from.

one part of the yard to another • The company was 36 nO\J'B in

-
.. 16 - --- --
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the railroad yard at Fari. . Fi~lly after f ive dey. the train

pulled i nt o the • ta tion at Iia ncy . From there t he men went to their

billets which were located wi thin t he cH.y ;;timi t. at Rue S t •..,
Charle• • The company was billeted in a chemical depot that was

in the process of moving . Af t er t he depot 'company mov ed the men
••

lived in the billete formerly occupied by t he:n . It conat.s tea of

three bri ck buildings. The men were again billeted in buildings

Bimilar to those in which they lived in London. The i m:nediate

taBk of the company waB to bring the billeta up to the e tanderd

i n which they were accustomed to living. In the meantime the

company was aBsigned to the Continental Advance Se c t i on , A 0667 ,

whi ch was the immediate supporting supply arm for the JU!lerlcan

Seventh Army and the i"'rencb First Army_ .A detachment of men went

to work loading supplies which were to be sent to the oevent h

Army . Another detacl'.ment was s ent to t he city of lIIe t z to guard a

war ehous e ~t quartermaster supplies from being stolen by German

PriBoners in the depot or by ci vi l i a ns alBo working in the depot .

In the mean t i me the main body of the company remained in

Karicy to prepare the plant site for installation -of the 1·1-2 Proc

essing Plants Which were to assigned to the company and were on

their way to Nancy via rail tranBportation. ~everal crates of

the plants ar ri ved and were Bet up by the members of the company.

As each cra t e arrived it was installed in place. Af t er the

arrival of the tenth crate the unit received orders cease all
. ." . --" -

plant operations and prepare to leave for the staging area at

Marseille . Thi~ was a shock to al l t he members of the company as

- 17 -
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t hey t hought tha t a f t er experi enci ng t he i n ci den t in London that

they would stay in the European 1'heater. However all high po int

men wer e s cr eened from the unit and OD '~une 12 1945, t he unit
, I'..

left l.an cy and boarded the train fo r Mar s eill e . Agai n the un1 t

t rav el l ed. aboard the tradi tional "40 &: 8" box ca rs . This time 1t
, '

took only three days on the t rain .. Upon arrival the company was

t a ken to the :> t . Victoret Staging sa just out side of . :ar s ei lle .

This was part of ths Del ta Bas e .

•

- 18 -
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oE:CTI 0r VI

Li f e at tho staging area was not an easy one aa t he heat

was s o intense t ha t no one had the ~~bltl0q t o do muoh . The men
"

were told tha t t jley might be ther e for as many a. sixty to ninety

days. Thi. wa. not a pleasant bit of n",:,s for the men felt t ha t

i f t he y had t o leave , the quicker the hetter . Thi tri p t o the

Pac i f i c was to be the longest t roop movement i n history . The work
•

at Victoret cons i . t ed mostly of Suppl y and dmin1.tration which

kept t ho. e ~epartments pre tty busy . ReOord. had to be in tip t op

shape , and nsn were being t ransferred i n and out. The task for

euppky va....till greater one as all conpany pr oper ty and equip

ment had to b e brought up to f ul l TIE and s pe cial orders . 'fhis

meant r-eor-dez-Lng all equipment not on hand and getting the men

all the necessary clothing for the 'llovement . . :sn of the supply

depar tment had t o work night and day i n order to get thei r r ecords.
up t o_date . After all equipment was br ought up to s t r engt h , each

branch such as Engineer , Quar t ermas t er ; ~ lgnal and such required

t ha t the company t urn over to t hem all respective equipment of
-

t he i r service , ex cept ne cessary TAT, a~_they would pack and pre-

s erve the equipment for the unit and gi ve t hem a shipping t i cket

for a l l the y t urned over t o each r espect ive s ervi ce . ~oat of this

equi pment was never Been again by the tm1 t ae the Charl es Godkin ,

the ship t hat ca rri ed t hi . equipment , doc~&d a t Okinawa and t he

urn t l anded a t If.an;J. a.a on a t roop transport . _ All men of t he un1t

were not nece s sari l y bUSy and many went. to see t e wonde r ci ty of

~~rs el 11e . I t ~roved to be equall y a s exciting to ~o5 t of the men

as was always hear d about it . Other s spent many enjoyable h OUES

at D3S Bea ch which was only a shor t distance wayf rom camp . Kovles

- 19 -
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and s tage playa wer e pr esented a t t he s ta-ging a rea , but t he dis -

tanc e wa s 8 0 f ar that a good many men di d not care to go a f t er a

hard day in the i nt ens e heat of Sou t her n France .. . o obtain Coke..
or beer t he men had to wai t in l ines for at leas t an hour or mor e .

This was qui t e disgusti ng as the men were 'l OW i n inora l e Jus t think-
.

Lng ab out the idea of maki ng the long trip to t he Pa cifi c after

serv i ng so much time in t he ETC. Tbirty days passed a nd the r uaoz-s

grew B tronger and 8 t r onger . Fi nall y, we were told tha t we lfould be

shippi ng out on t he morni ng of the 23d of J ul y . Mos t of the men

were glad to Leave a s life at Vl c t ore t was not an easy one. Whil e

at t he staging a r ea three new officerll were ob tained in t he unit .

The uni t was awakened at five ~ t hat morni ng as t here was

still a great deal to do b ef or e movi ng . The t rucks arrived a nd

t he :nen boarded them at 1 :10 PM and a rrived a t t he do cks in lI'.ar -

s ei lle a t 2 :30 PM. Af t er wai t i ng i n the hot s un f or over two

hours , t he .men f i na l l y b oar ded the Admi r a l E. ~ . Eber l e . Af t er

boarding t he shi p t he men became ve r y curious a s to what kind of

a ship it was . They were not disa ppoi nted tor long before the

voya ge was over, everyone agr.eed tha t 1t:W~B t he -bes t s hip any

troops could have been fortunate enough to make t he croBBing on.

It had all the lUXuries f acili ties- of a well planned troopship .

S i nce t his unit was the adva nc e party , -th~y were ass igned per

manent jobs on the s hi i' throughout the voyage . A good ma Jori ty.
of' t he men were on guar d duty .

~- --_ .--
This was an _i mportant Job for

the s e curl ty r ea sons. Other men worked with Spe c i a l Servi ce and.

arranged enter~lnment and news for all pers onnel aboard . Ot hers

helped out in the many of f i ces a board the shi p . Upon reaching

- 20 -
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their destina'tion all men of the unit were congratulated and

t hanked b y t h e commander of the shi p for their excellent behavior

through out the voyage .

The experience of goi ng through the vorld famous Panama

Canal wae one that all m.embers of the ooJllp.8l1K will always recem-
•

b er- , Upon rea ch i ng the Pacific end of "l.be canal , the men were

allowed to ge t off t he ship a t Ba l b oa a nd were taken t o a r egul ar

army camp at Fort Amador where a very en j oyable time was had by

all. Men were a ble t c obtain many va l uab l e a r t i cles Itt the F or t
.. -.- . _... _. _.- ~ -

PX Wh ich i s the b es t ever s e en by any Army man. They were ab l e

t o ge t teings t hat wer e unobta inabl e in t he e ta te a , For t h e first

_ ---"-Mums 1-n-a s muctl 'a B~wi5 "ye"ar"s-, t h.e .men en~oyed the i r f j,rs t tas te

_ _ _ -i ce -m'ea';'- a~~h';-t-d~~~ . Everyone disliked t he t hough t -ot" "..rt

l ng but i t was necessar y, a nd i n a few s hor t hours the ship wa s- - . ._-- . - . .:_"-,. - - - . .
- on its way t o the ,d i s tallt P.\l c1f i c Island .

---'.From Ba l b oa on, ~rumer8' of peuca wer e very e t rong and ~ost

men s taye d awake nights with their .ear s nex t t o the r adio , walt-
. _.- -. -- ~

i ng for an announcement _t ba.t wo~d "ten -';tll&-we"lo...tha.t..Ji)le war
, - ,

was over . When t he good neW's fi nally '<ia me t here wa s much re j oic-

i ng. A wonderful V- J Day dinner wi! enjey.e.d by all aboal'd--eh1p-. ·--
. -_.~. - '..,.,,- . '

I mmed i a t el y the men star ted t o talk about di scharges and t he pos-

sibility of t he s hip turning a r ound a nd --headi Dg_ .:or Frisco . They

were in fo r a gr ea t d isappcintment fo r -the s h i p continued on a _

steady course . A s t op was ma de at the i s l a nd of Ull thles where

f1!l..al orders wer-e received by t he s h i p 's Captain. We first drop

ed anchor a t Ba tanga s where sorae of the " troops dl s embarAd . Our

-_... '

n ex t stop was 1~n11a Bay . Tne men l e f t' t hesh rp-s nd boarded LOI-·_ h_
boa ts and were taken aenor-e , From t he LeI, the men were ab le t o ' h . - - - - -

rea l ize t he size cr the ' s hip whi ch had b rought -them_sa f e l y to----.
- 21 -
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I ~ " ...

the Pac i fi c . The complete voyage took thir~ seven days. Ever y

one agreed that they would l i ke t o make t heir return trip home

with the Eberle .

•
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The Le I 's landed on the beach where RR car s were wai t 1ng for

the men . They weren 't exac t l y the traditional 40 & 8 cars , but

something new. The r ide in these was the same old story as i t had

been i n France and other places where they were used . After spend

ing twenty-tw o hours aboard t he cars, the men f1naliy landed a t

San Fernando , La Union , Luzon . From here we were taken in t ral1-
•

er s t o the 3rd PrOVisional otaging rea a t San Juan . The men did

not do much here for equipment and orders were not on hand . Most

of the time was spent swimming at the beaoh . oupply and dminis

tration were t emporar ily set up and working under handicaped con-

d1tions . 11 weapons were in a terrible s tage of rue t and there

was no equrpment, available at the camp for cleaning them . The

j ob was i mmediately tackl ed as soon as s uch equipment was gotten .

Af ter two weeks a t the staging a rea the un1 t aga in moved .

This time i t was t o be the pe rmanent lOQ~~~n i n San Fernando .

The location wasn't much to l ook at as i t was a t hick jungle on
. ,, ~. , .

t op of a hill ove rlooking the Bay . After .months of ha rd and
. I,

"

l aborious hours , we ek af t er week , the m 1;1na.lly ha d an ar ea tha t

was envied by all. A recreational han was buil t so that t he

men could have thei r beer a nd coke s wh~r<t,ner wished .

Orders were f inally received by the uni t to star t build-

i ng f or operation of a laundry _
.

At fivs t it star t ed out on a..
small scale , but la t e r it developed i nto the l argest on the

LsLa nd , When t he l a undry was finally 1n ope rati on it was doing

t he work fo r ho~pitals , El, and Officers' of Headquarters , Bas e H,. .
and other un1ts laca ted i n Base lot . The l a undry was supervised. --by men of t hi s un1 t a nd the work of washing and running the mach-

The unit obtained electric

•
i ne s wa s done by P~ilipino labor ers .
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irons i n a large qua nt i ty . F1l1plno Women were hlred to do t he.

pr es ei ng so t ha t all per sonnel l a undr y could be returned in a fin

. Lehed bundle Wlth all Kha ki ' s s tar ched a nd neatly pr essed . This

f acl1l t y was enjoyed by all in t he Base .

It was n't long bef ore t he point system once again s tar t ed to

a ffect the un1 t , :ten wer e beginlng to return t o t he Sta t es every

week . number of low point replacements f rom the bta t es wer e re-

calved , but they weren't much help as half of them reenlisted under

the benefits of the ' Red Apple ' . With t he few men t hat wer e left
.

the urn t managed to car ry on qui t e aucceaafuj.y ..

Whil e statloned in Sa n Fernando many of the men enjoyed

leav es a t t he f a med 01t y of Bagul a . '1'J:'ana porta t i OD was made avail

ab le f or da lly trips t o other points of interest on the l s1and .

The month of November 1945 saw the end of t he pe rsonnel for

the 130t h. Onl y one off i cer and one enlistea man were l eft t o pr e

pare t Or i naotivation pr oce edings . Order8~.tor inactiva t i on f'l nal-
, ,"

l y a r r i ved f or 25 January 1946 • .On this day t he 130th Chemi cal

Pr oce ss ing Company ~C t he

ended .

. ,, ~ I '

Chemi cal Wa r fa r e. Servi ce,,i.'" ,....,;I f,
• Iii ' .. l..

.
• •.. ",. ,,-' .

•••..
•

I .

..
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