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SECTION I

By direction of the PFresident and-in accordance with War
Department policies 130th Chemical Impréénﬁting Company was
activated on 24 April 1643, _During the period 24 spril 1943
to 9 May 1943 the cadre and officers w;}e assligned. The cadre
and commanding officer, Captain Ernest D. Smith, were drawn
from the 113th Chemical Inpregnating Company. For complete
detalls of personnel changes see Appendix A,

On 9 ¥May 1943 a formal activation ceremony was held in
the Camp Sibert, open air theater in the Fourth Frovisional
Regiment. Each man was presented with a rifle in accordance
with established customs, By Lt. Col Maul of the Unit Training
Gentar Stafr. Basic training was ‘started in the afternooﬁ
rollawing the activation ceremony. although the ma jority of
anlisbed men had completed at least elght weeks of Qasig train-
ing and knew the fundamentals of soldlering there were thirty
seven (37) enlisted men who had not had any traeining whatsoever.
In army parlance they were rookies. Therefore 1t was necessary
for the entire unit to be given basie training again. This was
necessary so that the unit could be made into a unit in which
the men worked as a team and not as individuads. This was
accomplished by long hours of infantry drill and classes in
¥Milltary Courtesy and Discipline. o
~ After the first four weeks ‘of the fundamentals of basic
training, the company started on it's technical training. This

consisted of lectures and demonstrations on the theory of
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impregnating and the method of impregnating. These lectures and
demonstrations were followed by practical work in both the M-1
and M-2 process. A number of expert techniclans had been assign-
ed to the company from the Reception Station. These men, after
familiarizing themselves witﬁ the machinery of the impregnating
plants, made excellent teachers together with the cadre. These
men taught the other men of the company who were not as familiar
with machinery as themselves. ‘

Coupled with the technical. training was also advanced train-
ing in 'How to Be a Soldier as Well as a Techniclan'. This
ineluded training with the rifle. As in all basic training a

—— ———

gréat deal of time was spant on hardling of the basic weapon.

-~ Many of the men had never fired or even seen a rifle of any high-
er- callber. than the ordinary.'shooting-gallery' .22, However
when the results—of the record firing ware in and tabulated 1t
showed that 98% of the unit hed qua.lifﬂ_ed with the rifle i&—l,

men who had had some 1nstructi$n in ‘the’ Qggic Waapaﬁ-

The unit went on one overnight bi;gdé;;durlng the first
basic training. It was done undeg_q?mg?éted conditions;— The
plan was as £ol1lows:: i '

The enemy was reported t0 be cloalng in on the plants be-
ing operated in the company. After a 8imulated demolition of —
the plant, the company marched to the area just outside of Camp
Sibert. It was a march of about 20 miles. Upon arrival the
usual routine of setting up an ovarﬁléht‘camp was started. A

- ———

security gusrd was set out. ~ The kitchan was set-up and ‘the
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kitchen personnel started preparing a hot meal, although the
temperature was well over 100 degrees. The men pitched tents
and dug slit trenches. After an uneventful Right the unit
started back to the billet area in camp,

- Upon completlon of basic trainingqféz%Oughs vere given
out during the first week of August 1944, After the first
group of men left on furlough the company went on an extended
bivouac. The schedule called for a thirteen week bivouac. The
bivouac area selected was a site Wiuni¥ the bdunds of Camp
Sibert off the £§§11a Highway and along Big Wills Creek. The
Impregnatingﬁﬁ;anna;asaigﬁsa to the company were set up. The

installation of~ide plant was accompliahed in record time. The .

bivouac area was sat up about three quartars of a mile from the

plant ‘on the aide of a hill It was an 1dea1 1o%htion. This

perled was: to have bean .an advanced traia&ng perlod and although -

it helg@d to train tha members of the combany who were eventually .-—
to go overseas a8 high ranking nnnrcqmmigaioned officera that is

4. -

almost the only purpoae 1t accomplishpd,

Iwo weeks after the company kad installed the plant and set
up the bivouac ares, members of the™ caﬁpany vwere transferred to
other processing cémpanies whg were sche@ulai to go overseas prior
‘to the time of the 130th. The men wegg_;ranafé}rea to the 113th,
114th, 111th, 112th, 115th, and 120th Chemical Prb_t:esalng Comp~
anies. This brought the strength of the company so low that 1t
had to be reealied from the blvouac area and returned to camp.

The s@ﬁaugth of the company went down-bo 5. offinara and 52
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SECTION IT

After a period of indecision By the Btéff of Camp Sibert,
it was decided to reform the 130th and start a new basic. This
basic was to be started not as the 130th Chemical Impregnating
Company but as the 130th Chemical Processing Company. On 3
'September 1944 the company was redesigﬁaied as the 130th Chem-
ical Frocessing Company.

For a perlod of four weeks the company was brought up to
and eventually overstirength by replacements from all over the
Fourth Bervice Command, These men came from Camp Tyéon, Fort
Jackson, Fort Moultrie, Fort Bragg and other Fourth Service Com-
mand installations. These men were 'veterans' of the army, bav-
ing been in anywhere from one year to four years. Most of them
had taken at least two basic training and of course were reluc-
paht to undergo another. However the men were made to feel that
They would act as an informal cadre for the training of the men
who Were to come from the First Service Command Reception Station.
'Uﬁon the arrival of the men, basic traiﬁins‘waa started. This
was actually the third basic for the cadre and the second for the
men who took their first basic with theiﬁid 130th. For others
it was the fourth or even the fifth.

The men of the company who had been through the first basic
training with the Tompany served as aﬁiaUxiliary cadre. The

~assigned cadre of course conducted the oi;saes. These men were
&nmgatent instructors, due to the fact that they had conducted
% the first basic training in conjunction with the officer person-

riel. The basié went smoothly with only the ordinary mishaps of
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& baeic training. During this baaic'greater emphaslis was placed
on plant wbrk, as the unit was preparing for overseas duty. It
was not officlal, of course, but the general Teeling was that the
unit would go overseas upon completion of the basic training.

. The basic was completed and the unii went on Bivouac for

sdven days to Huntsville Arsepal. The purpose of this bivousc

‘was to give the company training ih_depot work. This included

loading and handling of chemical supplies, and the method of
stacking supplies. The company bivouaced-in an area just cut-
side the arsemal. It was interesting work and the men went at
1t with zeal and industriousness, They did such ani excellent
Job that the Depot Commender gave the ~Company Commander a letter
of commendation for the work performed_by the 130th.

Upon completion of the bivouéﬁ at Hunteville Arsemal the
unit returned  to Camp Sibert to prepare for overseas movement.

‘The orders came while the unit was on bivou@c. Preparations for

moving were started 1mme&iately upon returh’ to camp. Only three

weekd were avallable for this preparation.» During the week equip-
AR
'ishots, clothing and

egulpment were checked and the men weré prepared for overseas

ment was crated, men were gilven their fi

L

movement. ' T e Al

On 16 April 1944 the company was awakened at 0500 and start-
ed for the train station at 0330 houra.i'Tha company arrived at
the station at approximately 0300 hours-and walted for the train
which was late. VWhile waiting for the %xain the men gave & dise

play of morale that had not at that time been equaled at Camp
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Sibert. For two hours the men sang and“did & snake dance. The
Camp Sibert Band was on hand to play and the men toock advantage.
The Commanding General of the Unit 'l"rall;_l;lj:l‘-ng“Center Camp Sibert
#ald that he had never seen such a displ#y and commended the
compamy. At 1100 hours the train pulled. out of Camp Sibert.
After the trein trip was underway the men were informed of their
destination., It was Camp Kilmer, New Jersey. The train route
was via Washington, D. C. and took two days.
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. BEGTION III

At 1600 hours 17 April 1944 the company arrived in Camp
Ellmer, New Jercey. This was the-staglng area at which the
company wae to receive it's final processing for overseas move-
ment. Again the men were given 'shots' and clothing and eguip-
ment were checked. Several new items of clothing were issued.
Fasses were issued on Thursday 20 kpr11.1944 to half the comp-
any. The rest of the company were to receive passes the next
day. At reveille on the following day, tﬁe men were informed
that the company was alerted and no more péases could Be issued.
Thus only half the company were allowed out. On Sunday, 23 April
1944, the company left Camp Eilmer by“train for the Bush Terminal
in Jersey City, New Jersey. From here they boarded a ferry boat
and left the Terminal. The firat'stOp wae at the Brooklyn Port
of Embarkation. The coﬁpany boarded the 5. 5. Exceller which
was to take them to Europe. The Exceller was & converted cargo
nhip.of-the Ixport Llneé; She was 422 Teet in length with a
beam of 60 feet. g

Bk g

On Monday the 24 April at 1015 hoagﬁgé%e 8hip set sall.

It was a fog shrouded harbor that the men ieft from. A perfect
day (according to the créw) . The ship safled out of New York
Harbor on it's way to the convoy formation spot. The convoy was
formed and we set sail for our deetina%*gni‘ The complete con-
voy contained 19 tankers, 12 ecargo ve&sela; 1 aireraft earrier
and 6 destroyer escort ships. The Eécéller carried slightly over
500 men. This included the 130th and- 3pgi;él Corps and Quarter-

master personnel.
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On Tuesday 2 Mey (eight day out) the first patrol plane
was sighted. On Friday 5 May 1944 at 0630 hours Ireland was
sighted. On the same day at 1700 hours Seotland was sighted.
at 2130 hours the same date the convvnggg_eplit up. Five
ships remained with the S. S. Excellere On 6 May at 0615
hours the Exceller arrived Glasgow, Scotland. In the after-
noon the company boarded the train for-Lenﬁon, it's final des-
tination. On Suvday 7 May 1944 at 0330 hours the unit arrived
at 1t% billets in London: It was quite an experience for the
company. The blackout presented an 1nté£esting study for the

men. A number.otf-the Men expresses wonderment at the amount

- _of damage Jone Dy the alr raids. The billets were locsted at
No. 4, 6, and 8 Sloane Court S. E. This waa in a former re-
sidentiel neishborhood of Lendon:P The billeta were apart of
the Casual Seetien of central Base Sectien, whieh was the im-"
mediate higher heedquarters of the unit after it was sssigned.
The next week was spent in—bringing the quartera up to the

standard set by the commandins General: ﬁentral Base Section.

At the end of the week it has been.decidfé that the company
should set up it's plants and eperate»a‘iaunﬁry for the Military
Police Battalion that opereteg ;n_the Lepdon-hrea, The site .
chosen was a warehouse at No; 4 crinae_ﬁpreet;ﬂking‘s Cross,
London, S. Wo 1. The next concern of the company was recelving,
repairing, and installing the twe ¥=-2 plants that they had been
assigned. The plant was set up in gerﬁal time, but difficulty

was encountered in securing the stack: extensions for the bollers.

e

On 16 June the company experienced it'ls first air raid. It was---

= O
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a V-1 or Rocket Bomb raid. The men were not as cautious at
the first rald as they might have been, but after they saw the
results the next day each man took greater care in an air raid.
The men were curious about the behavior of the 'Doodlebug'’ and
some men purchased binocculars to get a Betier view of the bomb.
During the time in London the company helped to evacuate

eivilians from thelr homes that had been bombed. They also
helped the British Rescue Squads in their work after a Doodle-
bug had landed.

The men were prepared for this tj%e_df work by demonstra-

tions tnat they put on with the English. The men were taught

———

O e move debria to 1ook fcl wounded persons, and other de-

- ———%tails of rescus work. 2Ry

— On the 1 and 2 of July. the entire:unit with the exceptiona
of a Charge of Quarters were out on this type. They worked all

" (3 IM’) L et v =
day Saturday and Sunday. On Mondayhthe pracedure was to be re-

pegted. The men had an early breakfast and at 0730 hours were e
ready to leave for their-;;;i:' They " weye to be-dispatched in
trucks. The first group was being 16438d in front of the bil-

let (No. 6 Sloane court)/ Without warn$ng a robot bomb-came

out of the haze. . It was headed straight for the billets in

which the men.were and in frent of which they_gere standing. -

The company commander and several of the men gave warning. (Teis
warning 1s credited with saving a number of lives). The men on

the sidewalk ran into the bulldings to the cellar, other ran

around the corner to escape the blgsﬁ.' The men in the truck 4id

not have time to get off. All this took placa within a matter

=10
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of seconds. The men who ran around the bullding were much safer
then those who ran to the cellar. The blast completely destroyed
No. 6 Billet and almost completely destiroyed No? 4 & 8. The buil-
dings had collapsed .adl the men in the.buildings had blasted the
truok intc the side of the tuildings:-Tt Is doubtful thet amy
men on the truck came out alive. Immediately after the bomb
struck rescue squads were at the acene-helﬁing the men out of the
wreckage. Some men walked out of the building amidst smocke and
flame. A fire started which added to the hazards of the men who
were trapped beneath the debris. Somé of these men in the debris

were severely- burned. They were in auch 2 position that they

. ————

____couldn't mo¥e and could do nothing about the flamas. Most-of the

men were trapped for e number of hours.: One men was trapped for

—— ———

four days. He was 1n a shelter that was formed by falling tim-
ber.(For officlal report see inclosure No. 1 to Section 111)
This was the greatest single diaastér of United States Army e

and FPersonnel in the Lonaon'grea. {See. lncloaure No. 2 to Sec~-

tion 111) G

e

Immedlately prior to the incident ;the unit was scheduled to.
leave London, for-the conﬁinent.”“hftéﬁéiﬁe incident this was of
necessity poatponeﬁ. The company was moved to Little Heath Camp
in Essex, just outside of London. This vas intended as resting
up place for the men of the company who were left. It was not
decided whether or not to call off the schedule move to the con-
tinent to leave the unit to reform in England. At Tirst it waé
decided to reform the company with replacementa4.but this was

T —

later changed. The change was due to—the ber of replacements —-+——

&
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which were available to the company. The men could not absorb
the technical knowledge which had to be learned. It was decid-
ed to send nother Chemical Processing_combany in place of the
150th. In the meantime the unit procggﬂ;%uto dis-zssemble the
plant which they had set up in Londonyuﬁo‘tham it could be sent
to France for the unit which was to take it's place. The plant
was shipped to a Chemical depot by $he-nex of the 130th who were
left in the company. In the meantime the rocket bombs continued
to be sent over the area in which the eompany was located. This
area was a far worse spot than the centéer of London. Several
bombs landed sSo o&esé“fﬁ?f'the buildings were rattled. On 3 Aug-
ust 1944 another rocket bomb struck hbout 50 yarda ffom the camp i
occupiad by the unit. It struck 1n tha roadway opposite the

—

camp. éeveral billets wére torn open and a number of windows

smashed dbut sn&y aeveral men were 1n1ured. This greatly upsset-——

$

the nerves of the men and some had to go 'to the hospital because -~

i

of 1it. ; i i RS o 4

The unit remained at the site Juﬁt butside of London until -

23 August 1944, when it moved to Qhamical Warfare “lant 950 lo-
 foyet

15

cated at Cresswell- Staffordshire.m' e

iy
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| ' SECTIOE IV ,
Here in the heart of England everything was guiet and peace-

ful compared to the activiiy experienced in the London area by
the company. It was located in a country section of the midlands.
The nearest town was Blythe Bridge. CWS Plant 950 was engaged at
the time of the unit's arrival in laundering salvage clothes from
the battle flelds of France. This was accomblished with the mach-
inery of a Zone of Interior Frocessing. During it's period at
OWS Plant 950 the 130th performed the uaual work of a laundry
unit.. It was numerous bindles of clothes from England, France
“and even from a far aistant place oalled'ﬁussia._ Also during
the stay at Cresswell the company sent a number of men on temp-'
orary duty to other Chemical Plants in England. This was to help
load and stor&-supplies vhich were to be shipped tc France.
Valuable work was performed by the unit 1ﬁ loading chemical
suppllies which were destined to be used in»the Battle of the Bulge

end later for the crossing of the Rhiné: A letter of commenda-

s i

tion was forwarded the Commanding Officer of CWS Plant 950 for

the work performed by tie men from his This was indorsed

over to the l}Oth by the Commanding Officer. For copy of letter
of commendation see inclosure No. 1 to.Bection 1.

In December of 1944 the unit was prapéring to celebrate it's
first Christmas overseas. During thelhygigﬁ'fo Christmas men who
had been wounded in the incident had been released from the hos-
pital arnd rejoined the unit. Ghristma; was_to be a reunion.

A party for the children of the ﬁeé@ﬁ}'towns was given by

- 13 . - *"mspﬁ bi
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the members of the pdst. It was quite_a large party with several
hundred children attending. Cookies, candy and small presents
donated by members of the post were givan_to,the children. 4
large Christmas dinner and party was pxanﬁéé for the men on the
post. All this went nought-however. ﬂboqg 0300 nours Christmas
Day a rocket bomb came over the camp. . This was the first time
that the section of England in which the company was located had
an air raid in over a year. This spolled all the plans for the
men of the 130th. The men felt that they were no longer safe
from the bombs even in the Midlands.

After Christmas things went back to normal and there were
no more alr raids. The men continued to operat the Zone of
Interior Plant';s usual. It was. about this time (the last week
of December) that the company was called upon to furnish menm for
conversion tralning. This was a hard cholce for the company
commandér to make., However the men were chosen wiﬁh a view as
to Who would make the best infantrymen. The men were sent to
the 12th Reinforcement Depot where they ﬁook thelr training.
After this the men were sent to France, where all but two of
them engaged in combat. Two were killeﬁulh action and several
of the others were wounded. '

During February rumors were rife és to the chances of the
130th going to the -Continent. The rumoralpacame a reality the
first week in March and the unit started‘éﬁ“raalize that they

—

-
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were going to finally get to the continent. 'Most of the men Were
glad of the opportunity. On 17 March 1945 the unit left their
station at OWS Plant 950 and started for ‘the Staging Area at
Southampton. On the same day the unit arrived at the staging
area. The company stayed here for foﬁr c;lays. Cn the fourth day
the unit moved from the staging area ane arrived at the plers at
Southampt.o:ior embarkation. They boarded the 5. 5. Cuba, It
was a eornr;rt.ed liner that compared to the ship that the unit
crosced the Atlantic in. The ship stayed at the harbor that
‘night and sailed the next day.
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SECTION V
After two days of sailing the company arrived at the french
port of Le Havre. They unloaded from the ship on to a fe:z:'y boat
and came ashore to the ruins of Le Bavre. Ihe men for the first
time realized the extensive damage tha.t had been dcne in France.
They realized the great amount of courage that it took for our
combat troops to invade the Fortress of Eurdpe. After arriving
at the steel pler, constructed by the Army Engineers, the men
boarded semi-trailers for their. deaiin:%&cn Which was the stag-
—-. —-1ing area Ca.mp wenty Grand. It was quita- & long ride and most of

the men had tm_s*apﬁ up-alli the way. At t.he end of the ride

there wes a -8ix mile-hike to-take to the camp iteelf. I'his Te-
it I

minded the men of their basic t.raining. Upon arriving at the
camp (dbout Midmight) the méfn had To set 'up ‘their cots in the
tents. The nights a.t ‘Iwent.y Grand were cold comp&rad wthe o e
‘nighte the men had pmviously. This waa aalso the first night
that the company spent in tents,

".—v---_"_‘ W &
After five days at this camp the com; ah,

boarded the tradi- -

tiomal "40 & 8" box cars and started for their final destination
which wae Nancy, France. It was &u‘ppoq@d t.o take 48 hours for
 the unit to get to Bancy. After being 1aaued rations the men
left the station. For the fiz-st. two days 1t. was quite an ex~
perlience for the men, but after the r0u;t.h day it got Just t.he-
least little bit monotonous. The train was pushed around froa

one part of the yard to another. The oompany was 36 hours in

T —
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the railroad yard at Faris. Fimally after five &ays the train
pulled into the station at Nancy. From there the men went to their
billets which were located within the cl%y;limita at Rue Bt.
Charles. The company wes billeted in auhhemical depot that was
in the process of moving. After the dagqﬁ*bompany moved the men
lived in the billets formerly occupiedléy them., It consisted of
three brick buildings. The men were again billeted in buiidings
similar to those in which they lived in London. The immediate
task of the company was to bring the billets up to the standard
in which they were accustomed to living. In the meantime the
company was assigned to the Continental Advance Section, APO 667,
which was the immediate supporting supply arm for the American
Seventh Army and the ¥rench First Army. A detachment of men went
to work loading supplies which were to be sent to the Seventh
Army . gyother detachment was sent to the city of Metz to guard a
warehouse of quartermaster supplies from being stolen by German
Prisoners in the depot or by civilians also working in the depot.

In the meantime the main body of the company remained in i
Naney to prepare the plant site for insﬁ%}lhtioh-bf the M~2 Froc-
essing Plants which were to assigned to tﬁe_company and were on
their way to Nancy via rail transportation. Several crates of
the plante arrived and were set up by the members of the company.
As each crate arrived it was 1nstalled in place. After the

arrival of the tenth crate the unit receivad orders cease all

plant operatlions and prepare to 1eave for the staglng area at
Marseille. This was a shock to all the members of the company as

“ 17 =
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they thought that after experlencing the incident in London that
they would stay in the Eurcpean Theater. However all high point
men were screened from the unit and on June 12 1945, the unit
left Nancy and boarded the train for Marseille. Again the unit
travelled aboard the tnaditiﬁnal "40 & Bf*box cars. This time it
took only three days on the train. Upbg arrival the company was
taken to the St. Victoret Staging Area just outside of Marsellle,
This was part of the Delts Base.
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SECTICK VI

Life-at the staging area was not an easy one as, the heat
was 80 intense that no one had the ambition to do much, The men
were told that they might be there for ;ﬁ many as slxty to ninety
days, This was not a pleaaént blt of news for the men felt that
if they had to leave, the quicker the better. This trip to the
Paclific was to be the longest troop movament.in history. The work
at Victoret consisted mostly of Supply and Administration which
_kept those departments pretty busy. Redords hsd to be in tip top
shape, and men were belng tranaferred in and out. The task for
supply was & still greater one as all company property and equip-
ment had to be brought up to full T/E and spedizl orders. This
meant reordaring all equipmenit not on hand and getting the men
all the necessary clothing for the movement. Men of the supply
aapartmgnt bad to work night and day in order to get theilr records
up to date. After all edulpment was brought up to strength, each
braﬁch such as Englneer, Quartermaster; Signal and such required
that the company turn over o them all-réapective equipment of
their service, except necessary TAT, an&iﬁﬁay would pack and pre-
serve the equipment for the unit and givé them 2 shipping ticket
for all they turned over to each respéetive service. Most of this
equipment was never seen again by the unit as the Charles Godkin,
the ehip that carried this equipment, docked at Okinawa and the

W deby

unit landed at Manlda on a troop transport. Alil men of the unit

were not necessar11} busy and many went to see the wonder city of

Marseille. It proved to be equally as exciting to most of the men

as was always heard about it. Others-apent many enjoyable houss

at DBB Beach yhich was only a short distance wayfrom camp. Movies
2 - 19 =
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and stage plays were presented at the staging area, but the dis-
tance was so far that & good many men did not care to go after a
hard day in the intense heat of Southern Frahce. To obtain Coke
or beer the men had to walt in lines for at least an hour or more.
This was quite disgusting as the men'wepgjlaw in morale Jjust think-
ing about the idea of making the ldng trip to the Pacific after
serving so much time in the ETO. Thirty days passed and the rumors
grew stronger and sironger. Finally, we were told that we would be
shipping out on the morming of the 234 of July. Most of the men
were glad to leave as life at Victorst was not an easy one. While
at the staging area three new. officers were obtainéd in the unit.
The unit was awakened at five AM that morning as there was
gt1ll & great deal to do before moving. The trucks arrived and
the men boarded them at 1:10 PM and arrived at the docks in Mar-
sellle at 2:30 PM. After waliing in the hot sun for over two
1:191:.;‘-:{_i éhe_men finally boarded the Admiral E. W. Eberle, after
boarding the ship the men became very curious as to what kind of
& ship it was. They were not disappointéﬂ for long before the
voyage was over, everyone agreed that 1ﬁﬁygb the best ship any
troope could have been fortunate enough to make the crossing on.
It had all the luxuries facilitles of a well planned troopship.
Since this unit was the advance party, -they were assigned per-
manent jobe on the-shiﬁ throughout the voyage. A good ma jority
of_the men were on guard duty. This waa;éﬁiimportant Job for
the security reaaoné:ﬂvéﬁﬁer m;ﬂi;b;ked with Special Service and
arranged entertaimment and news for all ﬁersonnel abcard., Others

helped out in the many offices aboard the ship. Upon reaching

«sDO 5k
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their destination all men of the unit wWere congratulated and
thanked by the commander of the ship for their excellent behavior
throughout the voyage. J

The experience of golng through the world famous Panama
Canal was one that all members of the company will always remem-
ber. Upon reaching the Pacific end of the Canal, the men were
allowed to get off the ship at Balboa and were taken to a regular
army camp at Fort Amador where a very enjoyable time was had by
alle. Men were able to dbtain many valuable artiules at the Fort
PX which 18 the best ever seen by amy Aﬁhy man. They were able

: to get things that were unobtainable 1n the States. For the Tirst

- time In- a8 much as‘two yaara, the men enjoyed their first taste
SIS - . 1ce-uream and'ﬁgg_d;é;. Everyone dislikad the thought of part-
ing but 1t was necessary, and in a few short hours thé ship was
‘on its way to the distant Pacific Island. ' |
Frdm-Balboa on,zfumers~of peaca-wega_vqu_etrong and moﬁ%ﬂﬂ £
men stayed awake nights with their ears néxt to the radio, walt-
ing for an announcement:tﬁq@hiagid“iéllfcgééwarld-xhﬁiuﬁpe war
was over. When the good news finally ﬁﬁﬁgyﬂhere was much rejoio;
ing. A wonderful V-J Day dinner was enjoged by all aboard-ship. -
Immediately the men started to taigjéﬁggg discharges and the pos-
eibility of the ship turning around and Heading for Frisco. They
2 were in for a great disappolntment for -the sﬁip continued on a .-
ste@dy course. A stop was made at the island of Ulithles where
final orders were received by the ship's Captain. We first drop-
ed anchor at Batangas where some of the troops diseﬂbar&%ﬁ. Our

next stop was Manila Bay. The men left 'the ship-and boarded LCI

boats and were taken ashore. From théchi,‘the men weré;éﬁle IR N

P

realize the size of the ship which had brought-them gafely to—— —— -
- 3 L
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the Paclflic: The complete voyage took. thirty seven days. Every-
one agreed that they would like to make thelr return trip home
with the Eberle.
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SECTION VII

The LCI'es landed on the beach where RR cara.were waiting for
the men. They weren't exactly the traditional 40 & 8 cars, but
something new. The ride in these was the same old story as 1t had
been in France and other places where they #era used. After spend-
ing twenty-two hours aboard the cars, the men finalliy landed at
San Fernando, La Union, Luzon. From hefe we were taken in trail-
ers to the 3rd Frovisiomal Staging Area at San Juan. The men did
not do much here for equipment and ordars'wére not on nand. Most
of the time was spent swimming at the beach. Supply and Adminis-
tration were temporarily sef up and working under handicaped con-
ditions. All weapons were in a terrible stagé of rust and there
was no equipment available &t the camp for cleaning them. The
Job was immedlately tackled as san as such equipment was gotten.

ATter two weeks at the staging area the unit again moved.
This time it was to be the permanent locatlon in San Fernando.
The location wasn't much to look at as’ié”ﬁaa a thick Jjungle on
top of a hill overlooking the Bay. Af%é?-f,;onths of hard and

laborious hours, week after week, the'

was envied by all. A recreational hall was built so that the
men could have thelr beer and cokes when they wished.

Orders were finally received by the unit to start build-
ing for operation of a laundry. At f;gg?igt started out on a
small scale, but later it developed inte the largest on the
island. When the laundry was finally in operation 1t was doing
the work for hospitals, EM and Officers:og‘%eadquarters, Base N,
and other units locatéd in Base M. The iéundry was supervised
by men of this unlt and the work of w&éﬁ?ﬁg"ana running the mach-
ines was done by FRilipino laborers. The unit obtalned eleciric

R s, e
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irons in a large quantity. Filipino-women were hired to do the
pressing so that all personnel laundry could be returned in a fln—

- 1shed bundle with all Khaki's starched and neatly pressed. This
facility was enjoyed by all in the Base, .

It wasn't long before ihe point ayé%ﬁm once again started to
affect the unit. . Men were begining to return tc the States every
week. A number of low point réplaéeménts from the States were re-
ceived, but they weren't much help as half of them reenlisted under
the benefits of the 'Red Apple'. With the few men that were left
the unlt managed to carry on quite successfuly.

While stationed in San Fernando-many of the men enjoyed
leavea'at the famed city of Bagulo. Trensportation was made avail=-
able for dally trips to other points of lnterest on the island.

The month of November 1945 saw the end of the personnel for
the 130th. 'Only one officer and one enliéted man were left to pre-
pare £or inactivation proceedings. Orderswxbr inactivation final-
ly arrived for 25 January 1946. .On this ddy the 130th Ghﬁmical

i Wkl
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